                          Abelita Brandão Mateus 

                                 57 Milton Rd, Sparta
                                  New Jersey 07871

              e-mail: abelitabrandao@gmail.com
www.abelita.com.br

cel: (908-422-2673) 

Education- Degrees:
· 2012-13- William Paterson University, Wayne, NJ – Master of Music, Jazz Piano Performance.
Private studies with Harold Mabern, Armen Donelian, James Weidman and Nancy Marano (vocal lessons); Ensemble direction by Mulgrew Miller, Cecil Bridgewater, Rich Perry, Vincent Herring, Steve La Spina, Paul Meyers. Thesis title: "The Influences Contributing to the 'Samba Jazz Feel' of Cesar Camargo Mariano’s Piano Trio Style.”  

· 2005-08- Conservatory “Universidade Livre de Musica”, Sao Paulo, Brazil. – technician in Jazz Piano.
· 2001-04- Universidade Estadual Paulista, São Paulo, Brazil. – Bachelor of Music, Classical Piano Performance.
· 1995-01- Conservatory Fundação das Artes de São Caetano do Sul, São Paulo, Brazil. – technician in Classical Piano.
Work Experience:
· 2022- present- Parsippany Presbyterian Church, NJ- Pianist.
· 2014- 20- Christ Fellowship Church, Elizabeth, NJ- Pianist.
· 2015- Professor at the Edward Said Conservatory Summer Camp in Birzeit- Palestine/Israel.
· 2014- First Presbyterian Church of Elizabeth, NJ. Pianist, Music Teacher.

· 2014-present- Private lessons, NJ- Jazz Piano, Classical Piano, Music Theory.

· 2007-2010- “Bambu Group”, Sao Paulo- pianist, arrangements, performances.
· 2008-10- Familia Mancini Restaurants, Sao Paulo- Pianist, Jazz trio, jazz and brazilian music, 7 nights/week.

· 2008- 11- Diadema Jazz Big Band, Diadema, Sao Paulo- Jazz Pianist.

· 2007-11- Cantareira University, Sao Paulo- Faculty instructor, Class Piano, Private Studio Piano, Preparatory Division. 

· 2007- “Clam”, Amilton Godoy’s Music School, Sao Paulo- Piano teacher for children.
· 2002- 09- Presbyterian of Saude Church, Sao Paulo- Pianist and Assistant Conductor.
· 1998-00- Primary School, Sao Caetano do Sul, Sao Paulo- Music Teacher.
· 1996-01- Independent Presbyterian Church of Sao Caetano do Sul, Sao Paulo, Brazil- Pianist and Assistant Conductor.
Education- Workshops and Masterclasses:
· Mar 2013- Barry Harris- Workshop, William Paterson University.
· Jul 2012- David Berkman- Private Lessons, New York.
· Jan. 2006- Brasilia Summer Course, Brazil - harmony with Ian Guest and jazz piano with Cliff Korman.
· Jul. 2007- III Summer Course of Tatui- jazz piano with Paulo Braga and André Marques.
· Jul 2005- Wynton Marsalis – Pianist at the workshop big band at Emesp Conservatory, Sao Paulo, Brazil.
· Aug 2005- Moacir Santos – Playing in a quintet in his honor at Conservatory ULM, Sao Paulo.
· Set 2005- Workshop with Jazz Composers Collective from New York City, at Emesp, in Sao Paulo – pianist on “Bambu” Group.

· Jul. 2003- II Music Festival of S.C.S, Sao Paulo, Brazil– I Music Education Seminar: Isa Poncet, Lílian Coelho, Gisele Cruz.

Chamber Music: Patrícia Michelini. Piano: Marisa Lacorte, Flávio Augusto, Luciana Sayuri e Mauricy Martin.

· Jul. 2002 - I Music Festival of S.C.S., Sao Paulo, Brazil. – Classical Piano with Marisa Lacorte and Luciana Sayuri

· Mar. 2000- Master Class, Sao Paulo, Brazil- Classical Piano with pianist Yara Bernette.

Significant Performances:
· Abelita Mateus Quartet, Sesc Instrumental Brasil, January 2020.
· Abelita Mateus Duo, Stowe Festival, Vermont, September 2019.
· Abelita Mateus trio, SOPAC NJ, March 2019.
· Abelita Mateus and Friends: Mixed Feelings Album Release and Vivenda celebration- Dizzy’s Club Coca-Cola, October 2018.
· Abelita Mateus Trio celebrating “Vivenda” - Birdland NYC- May 2018.
· NPR’s A Jazz Piano Christmas, Kennedy Center in Washington D.C.- December 2017.
· The Brazilian Jazz Trio, Bergen Performing Arts Center, May 2015.
· Savassi Festival in New York. Abelita Mateus compositions for the “Mixed Feelings” álbum, winner of the 2014 Savassi Festival Competition. Concert at Cornelia Street Cafe. September 2014.
· William Paterson Jazz Room, opening to Count Basie Orchestra- playing and singing- Jun 2013.
Performances with John Lee as a director:

Dizzy Gillespie All- Stars Big Band:

· Hollywood Bowl Jazz Festival, Los Angeles, june 2015.
Dizzy Gillespie Afro- Cuban Experience:

· Blue Note in NY, 2015-present.
· Konser Salonu, Istambul, Turkey, February 2020.
· Central Jersey Jazz Festival, September 2019.
· Kennedy Center in Washington D.C., October 2017/May 2018.
· Bird’s Basement, Melbourne, Australia, 2017.
· Yoshi’s in Oakland CA, june 2015.
· D.C. Jazz Festival in Washington- D.C., June 2014.
· Ronnie Scott’s in London- UK., June 2014.
· Musig am Zurisee Festival in Horgen, Switzerland. May 2014.
· Luna Classics Festival in Nyon, Switzerland. with Gary Burton. August 2014.
Some performances with Claudio Roditi:

· Blues Alley, Washington D.C., November 15, 2013.
· Lietchfield Jazz Festival- Goshen, CT. September 2014.
· Shanghai Jazz- Madison, NJ. April, August and November 2014.
· Trumpets Jazz Club and Restaurant- Montclaire, NJ. April 2014.
Performances while living in Brazil (2004-2011):

· Montreux Jazz Festival- Diadema Jazz Big Band- jazz piano- Jul 2011.
· Abril Theater- Musical “Mamamia” – Pianist, Sao Paulo, 2011.
· Virada Cultural, Sao Paulo- One hour Solo Piano Concert, Jun 2010
· “6ª Instrumental Brazillian Show in Tatui” (SP), opening the show of Egberto Gismonti. 2009.
·  Abril Theater Musical “Cats”, - Pianist, Sao Paulo. 2010.
· Edificio Italia Theater- Musical “Comunitá”, Sao Paulo- Pianist, Assistant Conductor. 2005.
· Memorial da America Latina- Musical Tommy - The Who- Banda Sinfônica Jovem, Sao Paulo- Pianist. 2006.
· Musical “The Wizard of Oz- Sao Paulo (Brasil) and Santiago (Chile)- Pianist- 2004-2005.
Discography:
· 2010- Banda Jazz Sinfonica de Diadema interprets Noel Rosa- pianist.
· 2013- “Mixed Feelings” – Abelita Mateus quintet, William Paterson University studio- pianist, arranger, composer and production.
· 2015- “Heat”- Dizzy Gillespie Afro-Cuban Experience directed by John Lee.
· 2017- “Vivenda”- Abelita Mateus and group- some compositions, arrangements, production by Abelita Mateus- Vivenda Music.
· 2018- “Mixed Feelings”- Abelita Mateus and group- some compositions, arrangements, production by Abelita Mateus- Vivenda Music.
Presentation:
· Feb 2014- NJMEA State Conference- “Choro, Samba and Bossa Nova: An Overview of the Development of the Samba to the “New Beat” in 1950. 
· Jul. 2014- ISME World Conference- “Using the techniques of Cesar Camargo Mariano as a model of Brazilian Jazz for the Piano.”

Awards:
· Oct 2005- Winner of the 3rd place of the I Popular Music Festival of “Centro Tom Jobim”, in Sao Paulo, Brazil.
· Oct 2006- Winner of the II Popular Music Festival of Centro Tom Jobim, in Sao Paulo, Brazil.
· Sep 2014- Winner of the 2014 Savassi Festival contest with the compositions for the álbum “Mixed Feelings.” NYC.
